Deadline:  COB October 14
Help Release Important Mental Health Policy Papers Central to Legislative Business in the 109th Congress 
Dear Colleague,

As members of the Congressional Mental Health Caucus, we write to request your support for a letter to President Bush requesting the timely release of a number of vital public health documents related to the final report for the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health.  

In July of 2003, the President’s New Freedom Commission on Mental Health released its final report.  It was based on the recommendations from 16 subcommittees established to examine specific aspects of mental health services and to offer recommendations for improvement.  In addition to presenting the full Commission with summary papers identifying the key issues and policy options related to their respective topics, each subcommittee completed a “background paper” that detailed key issues within and proposed specific policy recommendations to advance the field examined.  Over the course of 2004 and 2005, only five of the subcommittees have released these critical papers.  

As members of Congress and representatives of diverse constituencies, the findings of these subcommittees provide key information and guidance for our legislative work.  For example, the subcommittees covered such issues as cultural competence, children and families, Medicaid, older adults as well as many other issues that are central to legislation before Congress.  The in-depth analyses done by the experts comprising the subcommittees of this Commission are fundamental to understanding the policy recommendations in the final report and to informing policymaking.  Their release will also avoid duplicative federal research in this area. We hope you will join us in encouraging the President Bush to urge the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) to release the outstanding background papers as soon as possible. 

For more information or to co-sign this letter, please contact Michael Baxter (Murphy) 5-2301, Christine Cortez (Napolitano) 5-5256 or Jill Hunter-Williams (Davis) at 5-5006.

____________________


_____________________________

Timothy F. Murphy



Grace F. Napolitano

Co-Chair




Co-Chair

Congressional Mental Health Caucus

Congressional Mental Health Caucus



____________________

Danny K. Davis

Member of Congress

September 29, 2005

The Honorable George W. Bush

President of the United States of America

The White House

1600 Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W.
Washington, D.C.  20500

Dear Mr. President,

Thank you for your leadership in establishing the New Freedom Commission on Mental Health. In July of 2003, the Commission released its final report.  It was based on the recommendations from 15 subcommittees established to examine specific aspects of mental health services and to offer recommendations for improvement.  In addition to presenting the full Commission with summary papers identifying the key issues and policy options related to their respective topics, each subcommittee completed a “background paper” that detailed key issues within and proposed specific policy recommendations to advance the field examined.  However, over the course of 2004 and 2005 only five of the subcommittees have released these critical papers.  

As members of Congress and representatives of diverse constituencies, the findings of these subcommittees provide key information and guidance for our legislative work.  For example, the subcommittees covered such issues as cultural competence, children and families, Medicaid, older adults as well as many other issues that are central to legislation before Congress.  The in-depth analyses done by the experts comprising the subcommittees of this Commission are fundamental to understanding the policy recommendations in the final report and to informing policymaking.  We urge you to ensure that the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration releases the outstanding background papers as soon as possible. 

Again, we thank you for your commitment to mental health and we look forward to any help you can provide in securing the immediate release of these critical papers to ensure that all Americans who suffer from mental illness receive the treatment and respect they deserve. 
Sincerely,
____________________


_____________________________
Timothy F. Murphy



Grace F. Napolitano

Co-Chair




Co-Chair

Congressional Mental Health Caucus

Congressional Mental Health Caucus


____________________

Danny K. Davis

Member of Congress
Cc:  Charles Curie, Administrator of SAMHSA
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