May 3, 2005
Dear Colleague:

The Campaign for Mental Health Reform has already sent your office an invitation to attend a briefing and lunch in conjunction with the Congressional Mental Health Caucus.  The briefing Promoting Resilience and Mental Health for Youth and Adolescents will be held in Cannon 345, from 11:30 am- 1:00pm, on Wednesday, May 11.  We hope that you and your Health L.A. will be able to attend this important event.   
According to the U.S. Surgeon General, at least one in five children and adolescents have a mental health disorder, and at least one in 10, or about 6 million young people, has a serious emotional disturbance. Untreated emotional disturbances can have devastating results including suicide, violence and substance abuse.  Policy makers need to ensure that our youth have the benefit of early intervention programs and services that will allow them to deal constructively with their mental health needs and become productive, contributing members of society.
Distinguished Panelists include:

Cynthia Wainscott, on behalf of the Campaign for Mental Health Reform and 

Chair, National Mental Health Association Board of Directors

Kenneth Duckworth, M.D., Medical Director, National Alliance for the Mentally Ill, and Assistant Professor, Harvard University Medical School

Larke Nahme Huang, Ph.D., Commissioner, President’s New Freedom Commission on 

Mental Health, and Managing Research Scientist, American Institutes for Research

Rosa Maria Gil, D.S.W., Founder & President, Comunilife, Inc; past-President of the Association of Hispanic Mental Health Professionals

Marley Prunty-Lara, Student, Augustana College, Sioux Falls, SD and University of Minnesota-Twin Cities, Minneapolis, MN
Morton Sherman, Ed.D., Superintendent, Cherry Hill School District, New Jersey 
To RSVP please contact Sandra Trinidad (Rep. Napolitano) at 5-5256 (email:sandra.trinidad@mail.house.gov) or Mike Baxter (Rep. Murphy) 5-2301 (email:michael.baxter@mail.house.gov). 
We hope to see you there to learn more about he importance of early intervention and how we as policy makers an make a difference in the lives of our youth. 

Sincerely,

_____________________________




____________________________
Grace F. Napolitano
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