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PANELIST BIOGRAPHIES 

Caitrin Phillips Chappelle, Associate Director 

Public Policy Institute of  California  
Caitrin Phillips Chappelle is associate director at the PPIC Water Policy Center, where she manages 

research and operations. Her own research focuses on natural resource management and California water policy. She has          

co-authored work on the statewide drought, funding gaps in water management, and multiple ecosystem stressors in the          

Sacramento­–San Joaquin Delta. Previously, she worked for the U.S. Geological Survey. She holds an MPP from the Goldman 

School of Public Policy at the University of California, Berkeley and a BS in ecology from California Polytechnic State         

University, San Luis Obispo. 

Rodger S. Pulwarty, Senior Advisor for Climate and Director of  National  Integrated 

Drought Information Systems - NOAA 
He provides guidance and mission leadership, management oversight and direction in overall management of 

NIDIS (National Integrated Drought Information System). In that role Roger communicates and provides infor­

mation to policy makers and managers on the outcomes of the climate related projects/programs and NOAA's 

Climate Program in regional, national and international decision-making communities in sectors such as water  resources,  ener­

gy, agriculture, ecosystems and disasters management.   

Duane Waliser,  Chief Scientist, Earth Science and Technology Directorate  

JPL/NASA 
He  is Chief Scientist, Earth Science and Technology Directorate, a Visiting Associate in the             

Geological and Planetary Sciences Division at Caltech and an Adjunct Professor in the Atmospheric and Oceanic Sciences     

Department at UCLA. His principle research interests lie in climate dynamics and in global atmosphere-ocean modeling,         

prediction and predictability, with emphasis on the Tropics. He joined JPL in 2004 with interests in utilizing new and emerging 

satellite data sets to study weather and climate as well as advance our model simulation and forecast capabilities, particularly for 

long-range weather .short-term climate applications. 

Shane Chapman,  General Manager  

Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District  
He is the General Manager of the Upper San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District                       

(Upper District), one of the twenty six member-agencies that comprise of the Metropolitan Water District of Southern California 

(MWD).  For nineteen years prior to assuming his role at Upper District, Mr. Chapman held various management  positions 

while working at the Metropolitan Water District, including his most recent role as the Assistant Manager of Water System     

Operations.  While serving in this position, Mr. Chapman was responsible for the overall operations regarding the Colorado  

River Aqueduct    distribution system; a position also requiring the oversight of its environmental health and safety, fleet opera­

tions, emergency management and security, and the supervision of its five water treatment plants.  

Janelle Beland, Undersecretary  

California Natural Resources Agency 
She has served in the Brown administration since May of 2011, as the undersecretary for the       

California Natural Resources Agency which oversees more than three dozen departments, boards, commissions and                 

conservancies charged with restoring, protecting and managing California's natural, historical and cultural resources for current 

and future generations. The agency oversees the administration's involvement in water issues, forestry and fire protection, fish 

and wildlife, state parks, energy and mineral resources, and many other aspects of California's natural resources conservation and 

protection.  
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Richard W. Hansen, P.E., General Manager/Chief Engineer           

Three Valleys Municipal Water District  
He has served as the General Manager/Chief Engineer for Three Valleys Municipal Water District 

(TVMWD) since 1981. Mr. Hansen has been visionary in identifying various regional water projects 

that have and will continue to benefit the communities served by TVMWD through its 13 member agencies. His direct responsi­

bilities include oversight of all District activities related to its water supply system, operations & maintenance, and                 

administration that includes the preparation of the District’s annual budget and annual government financial reporting. He is the 

District’s direct liaison to an elected Board of Directors and serves as the primary point of contact to other public and private 

agencies conducting business with Three Valleys. 

Darin J. Kasamoto, Genaral Manager  

San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District  
He been with the San Gabriel Valley Municipal Water District since 1997. He was hired as the As­

sistant Manager and was appointed to the position of General Manager in 2004. He                      

previously was employed for nine years by Los Angeles County Department of Public Works as a civil engineer. Darin has a   

Bachelor of Science Degree from Purdue University in Civil Engineering, and a Master of Science Degree from California State 

University Long Beach in Civil Engineering. He is also a registered Professional Engineer in the State of California. 

Philip L. Friess, Department Head, Technical Services  

Sanitation Districts of Los Angeles County 
He has been with the Sanitation Districts since 1980.  The agency provides for the wastewater and 

solid waste management needs of over five million people in Los Angeles County.  He is currently 

the Department Head of Technical Services, responsible for the overall administration of the agency’s regulatory compliance, 

water recycling, biosolids management, research, laboratory, environmental health and safety, and employee recruitment       

programs. His professional experience includes wastewater treatment plant, collection system and solid waste facility              

operations and maintenance, solid waste facility planning and permitting, and pollution prevention program administration. 

Angela George, Assistant Deputy Director 

Los Angeles County Public Works Flood Control  
She has been with the Los Angeles County Department of Public Works for over 21 years.  She is a registered 

civil engineer who has extensive governmental experience in watershed resource planning,   transportation plan­

ning and construction management.  Angela currently serves as the Assistant Deputy Director over Watershed 

Management Division where she is responsible for planning and project development for the Flood Control  District and      

management of the implementation of the National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Municipal Permit for both the Flood 

Control District and Unincorporated County Areas. 
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